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fortune by his trading transactions and loans
to Henry IV. and Henry V., and his bene-
factions were on a more than princely scale.
Several other London merchants of this time
seem to have acquired equal opulence, John
Norbury and John Hende being specially men-
tioned in connection with royal loans and public
munificence ; while at Bristol the Canyngs, by
their sea ventures, won fame and riches ; and
John Taverner, of Hull, who built the biggest
ship of his time, was not less distinguished.
The prominence of great traders like these in-
spired men of all classes with the spirit of
emulation. Nobles and Church dignitaries had
their trading ventures as well as the merchants,
and occasionally the King himself was tempted
to enter upon some commercial speculation.
While the princes and nobles were in conflict
during the thirty years of the Wars of the
Roses (1455-86) the industrial classes, as a
whole, managed to maintain a fair measure of
prosperity, the followers of the rival Yorkists
and Lancastrians including but a small pro-
portion of the craftsmen and artisans, while
very few of the great merchants actively
espoused either side, though their sympathies
were in favour of the Yorkists. Even Jack
Cade's insurrectionary movement, which was
started in Kent, then the chief seat of English
manufactures, was only a momentary ripple on
the surface of trade development.

Under Edward IV. the interests of trade were
advanced, mainly, however, by its own assertive
power; and several favourable trading treaties
were entered into with the commercial nations